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Lrr 6ol (U BEal ULl 5637 JUI[Civil Religion]rifyl!
e 12 MUNO 2 lore il iy st S 6 el
U2 e WL Derbenl b L John rawls Pt et e e L Saoyt-a F /7Y
t/ﬁ»l/,e.guﬁ.?’;!ﬁ‘ulnuw'aﬁruflgulfém‘aJgéuf:u,i,gaﬂb’d,ufm:/_m’.
L83 & T i-lgd»lvdﬁd'? J"d,'ft;-gd/‘bl.k(d ’{-JEC}’J)"‘oJeEk

-4 ‘a./)._silglzhc.fi! Ay lgbdlff'.gﬂ’lﬁa;:/&ftfé—ide:a(fg&b‘
What Rawls is saying is that there is in a constitutional liberal democracy a
tradition of thought which it is our job to explore and see whether it can be
made coherent and consistent... We are not arguing for such a society. We take
forgranted that today only a fool would not want tolive in such.a soceiety... If
one cannot see the benefits of living in a liberal constitutional democracy, if
one does not see the virtue of that .ideal, then I do not know how to convince
him. Tobe perfectly blunt,sometimes I am asked,when I goaround speaking for
Rawls, What do you say to an Adolf Hitler? the answer is [nothing] You shoot
him. You do not try to reason with him. Reason has no bearing on this
question. So I do not want to discuss it.(*)

a\nlyt J*ng{w,;uf;{rﬂfl(ﬂ(}éd_l})lﬁﬂ/uf.b r!/"é_‘;wlndlfd’?l
45y BBL QOIS P i ln b LI 2 T FL L 2 1, 0516057
it T.J’.;.,J!r.‘_;g(ﬂb/.ﬁ‘éd/w,mvdmfu:/.‘ t_;mz,gLwtﬁiuw&‘;/ﬁ»lﬂ&ulag
What s~ Z- 1785151 2 [Freedom for]_AJ UsliTs[Freedom from]e
f;ﬂ‘aﬂfuﬁﬁ:‘c@f uULf‘at'jula_L.U;Lfdfa Jﬁl,u‘.'is enlightenment (1784)
L/r)b“t'c._(gf'éfl%‘;’c_(f/;ﬁjr')blJ’J’G'JGW&UJW/HM'JX.'G? s34
:‘gczf_'r' Ctlensd S
Enlightenment is man's emergence from his self-imposed immaturity.
Immaturity is the inability to use one's understanding without guidance from
another. Have courage to use your own understandingthat is the motto of
enlightenment. If I have a book to serve as my understanding, a pastor to serve
as my conscience, a physician to determine my diet for me and so on I need

not exert myself at all. Thus it is difficult for any individual man to work
himself out of the immaturity that has all but become his nature.

Burton Derben, On Rawls & Political Liberalism, Freeman Press, USA, (r)
2003, p. 328-329)
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c.'_uj]urgen Habermasyt & j/;ﬁ:./&[.;r.*,g&d“l}(ﬁ/
Modernity can and will no longer borrow the criteria by which it takes its
orientation from the models supplied by another epoch: it has to create its own

normativity out of itself.[]. Habermas, The Philosophical Discourse of Modernity
(Cambridge, 1987), p. 7]

:.cD‘Lfouu:Jdglﬁmi.zgagAlex Callinicos
This conception of modernity as a new epoch representing a radical rupture
with the past gradually takes shape in the course of the eighteenth century. It
implied a changed relationship to historical time. Whereas previously
European intellectuals had oriented towards the classical past, now they
turned towards the future. From the start, then the concept of modernity was
indissociably allied to the idea of historical progress. It was precisely from the
prospect of infinite future improvement that the new age sought its legitimacy.
As Hans Blumenberg puts it, the idea of progress is the continous self
justification of the present, by means of the future that it gives itself before the
past with which it compares itself. [Social Theory: A historical introduction,
p.13,14)
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There &~ WU /701 e o bat U1 e LI SU 627 L s QU
wfulﬁf.v..ygdl.ul.-a_;,g,«?fla,?:(fdf‘buulw-is modernity after post modrenity
& u»'l"al)'z(Ln'c,_'u.;'_»‘;‘)}u‘a(_ﬂ;glifﬂ;‘o'@l)lq.ﬂiTu‘.'u.»t‘..jz,_'u‘aaﬁ,‘-’
b Ll (U v,s.{_z:_-.;ycgu//uiwi_(?fq 2L JPHEnd in himself
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s g ..z .
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[Modrenist Islamic Q/ﬁ'(l/M ot e n PN J“(}'V.{l _
L/ AL L G Scholars)
There was no dialogue between the philosophes and the Vatican in the eighteenth
century, and there is not going to be one between the mullahs of the Islamic world and
the democratic West. The Vatican in the eighteenth century had its own best interests in
mind, and the mullahs have theirs. They no more want to be displaced from their
positions of power than the Catholic hierarchy did (or does). With luck, the educated
middle class of the Islamic countries will bring about an Islamic Enlightenment, but this
enlightenment will not have anything much to do with'a "dialogue with Islam."[A

dialogue between American State philosopher Richard Rorty and Gianni Vatimo from
page 72 to 75 Columbia University Press, New York. ]
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Everything is rational in capitalism, except capital or capitalism itself. The stock market
is certainly rational; one can understand it, study it, the capitalists know how to use it,
and yet it is completely delirious, it's mad.Deleuze, G. (2009). Capitalism: A very special

delirium. In F. Guattari, & S. Lotringer (Eds.), Chaosophy: Texts and interviews, 1972-1977
(pp.35-52). Cambridge: MIT Press.
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. Tam just saying that anyone calling himself a democrat, secularist or Kemalist
has no religion... Democracy in Turkey is despotic, merciless and impious
[dinsiz]...
OK, we can separate the State and religion, but if [a]person hashis wedding
night after being married by a council official authorised by the Republic of
Turkey, the child born of the union will be a pigfbastard].”
H.C.: "Do you mind..."
M.G.: "That is how Islam sees it. I am not talking about the rules of
democracy..."
As Mr Giindiiz said, they want to destroy democracy and set up a regime
based on sharia.”
M.G.: "Of course, that will happen, that will happen..."

WL UCHRE nz sled o U5 2 Tt TSl
The Court would point out, however, that RefahPartisi (the Welfare Party) and
Others concerned the dissolution of a political party whose actions seemed to
be aimed at introducing sharia in a State party to the Convention and which at
the time of its dissolution had had the real potential to seize political power
(ibid., § 108). Such a situation is hardly comparable with the one in issue in the
instant case.
Admittedly, there is no doubt that, like any other remark directed against the
Convention's underlying values, expressions that seek to spread, incite or
justify hatred based on intolerance, including religious intolerance, do not
enjoy the protection afforded by Article 10 of the Convention. However, the
Court considers that the mere fact of defending sharia, without calling for
violence to establish it, cannot be regarded as "hate speech”. Moreover, the
applicant's case should be seen ina very particular context. Firstly, as has
already been noted (see paragraph 43 above), the aim of the programme in
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question was to present the sect of which the applicant was the leader;
secondly, the applicant's extremist views were already known and had been
discussed in the public arena and, in particular, were counterbalanced by the
intervention of the other participants in the programme; and lastly, they were
expressed in the course of a pluralistic debate in which the applicant was
actively taking part. Accordingly, the Court considers that in the instant case
the need for the restriction in issue has not been established
convincingly.[http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/webservices/content/docx/00161522? TID=ychgoxrixsr]
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It is a well known fact that the close-the-door button in most elevators is a
totally dysfunctional placebo which is placed there just to give individuals the
impression that they are somehow participating, contributing to the speed of
the elevator journey. When we push this button the door closes in exactly the
same time as when we just press the floor button without speeding up the
process by pressing also the close-the-door button. This extreme and clear case
of fake participation is, I claim, an appropriate metaphor (for) the participation

of individuals in our post-modern political process. We are all the time asked
by politicians to press such buttons. ()
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Slavoj Zizek., Human Rights and Its Discontents, Speech in Olin (/)

auditorium Bard College,November,15,1999.
www lacan.com/zizek-human.htm on 15-02-2015
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The Battle to be fought is thus twofold. First yes anticapitalism. However,
anticapitalism without problematizing capitalism’s political form (liberal
parliamentary democracy) is not sufficient, no mater how radical it is. Parhaps
the lure today is the belief that one can undermine capitalism without
effectively problematizing the liberal democratic legacy which (as some
Leftists claim), although engandered by capitalism, acquired autonomy and
can serve to criticize capitalism. The lure is strictly correlative to its apparent
opposite, to the pseudo Deleuzian, love hate, fascinating /fascinated poetic
depiction of capital as a rhizomatic monster/ vampire that deterritorializes and
swallows all indomitable dynamic ever rising from the dead each crisis
making it stronger Dionysus phoenix reborn. It is in this poetic (anti) capitalist
reference to Marx that Marx is really dead: appropriated when deprived of his
political sting. (&)

(2 oy b JB 1oL Slavoj Zizek J5br L P A
(i)  The Obscenity of Human Right: violence as symptom

(ii) Human Rights & its Discontents.
(iii) Against Human Rights

S5t s0ste Ut HATRED OF DEMOCRACY.-{{ Jacoues Ranciere
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Robert A. Dahl,, (1) Democracy & it's critique, (2) Democracy Source book,
(3)A preface to Democratic Theory, (4) Is American constitution Democratic?
Sameer Ameen,, Liberal Virus., Robert A. Dahl., Democrization & its critiques.
Charls Tilly., (1) Discourse of Rights, (2)Democracy
Hermann Hoppe., Democracy the God that failed.
Peter Kulchysky, Aborginal Rights are not human Rights.
Peter Van Ness : Debating Human Right, Critical essays from the united states
& Asia.
Fareed Z akria, The future of Freedom
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Jery Mender, Paradigm wars, A :
B.S. Cohen,, colonialism its form of knowledge. .
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C. Pevison., Modren state,
Anthony Giddens., Nation state and violation
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Slavoj Zizek. Have Michael Hardt & Antonio Negri Rewritten the  (8)
communit manifesto for the Twenty-First Century? ibid.
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Hussral ., Critique on Uropean sciences.
Hiddiger., Question concerning Technology.
J.Ellul, Tenchonological Society.
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A little story may not be out of place here, When I was invited to speak about
the assumptions of economics to a hundred pupils preparing for their
baccalareate exam at a French lycee, I decided to present some of the theses
in this book and was rewarded with an attentive audience and a number of
interesting questions. Still I was rather afraid of how the teachers
accompanying the pupils would react. What did they think of my critical
arguments? Their reply was disconcerting: Of course we largely agree with
your point of view they said, but we can't? Teach it Our job is to get our pupils
through the bac. And as their papers will be corrected by external examiners,
They would certainly fail if they deviated from the mainstream views in the
syllabus. This is how a lack of critical spirit and ultimately. Ignorance are
transmitted.(Y)
7. —elPbse el Debunking Economics o3, 1§/ Steve Keen
SEL el el G L a?wzﬁcndéﬂuf»uléfufg,gz FErd d
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Gibert Rist., The Delusions of Economics: The misguided certainties of A (1)
HAZADOUS Science Zed Books, UK 2011, p. 7
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academic economics journals unless it has the full panoply of economic
assumptions: rational behavior (according to the economic definition of
rational ) markets that are always in equilibrium risk as an acceptable proxy
for uncertainty and so on. When it comes to safeguarding the channels of
academic advancement little else matters apart from preserving the set of
assumptions that defines economic orthodoxy. (<)
gfglugJélﬁugkggufl/kuib(f’l/ruf i ST e PLV
AT U e TS L S it ddy
l‘gl&f,&?/;la.@cﬁi)&{ L. [Capitalism] /st /ch:‘?&f Freedom$i 122 L
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A crucial but under-studied incident was the legal seizing of notes from
scientists who had documented the damage caused by a famous oil spill of the
period, the 2011 British Petroleum Deepwater Horizon. Though leaders of the
scientific community protested, scientists yielded to the demands, thus helping
set the stage for further pressure on scientists from both governments and the
industrial enterprises that governments subsidized and protected. Then
legislation was passed (particularly in the United States) that placed limits on
what scientists could study and how they could study it, beginning with the
notorious House Bill 819, better known as the “Sea Level Rise Denial Bill,”
passed in 2012 by the government of what was then the U.S. state of North
Carolina (now part of the Atlantic Continental Shelf) Meanwhile the
Government Spending Accountability Act of 2012 restricted the ability of
government scientists to attend conferences to share and analyze the results of

their research. Though ridiculed when first introduced, the Sea Level Rise

Steve Keen Debunking Economic: The Naked Emperor of the Social )
Sciences London Zed Books (2004) p. 154
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Denial Bill would become the model for the U.S. National Stability Protection
Act of 2025, which led to the conviction and imprisonment of more than three
hundred scientists for “endangering the safety and well-being of the general
public with unduly alarming threats.” By exaggerating the threat, it was
argued, scientists were preventing the economic development essential for
coping with climate change. When the scientists appealed, their convictions
were upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court under the Clear and Present Danger
doctrine, which permitted the government to limit speech deemed to represent
an imminent threat. Had scientists exaggerated the threat, inadvertently
undermining the evidence that would later vindicate them?(A)
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- Ct )N PRSP P e s TP e e etfe 2
eI F* L Nnletras e, A L v sl 5
- PUAL T80T prde o §3 Tt f I bt S0
L9 En R i s L i 5 S J3S a1,
U A it PN dubin St de it iz y
-Lu_"tgxl;ifjﬁi.-,ﬂ}/tﬁ,gé'Z;,rJnl‘;‘&hg_uﬁ'(!.,o’wf.;_y.q_gowlc.g,»'*
£2UPOII L UL SE N Ve i S el f 106
(B br eSSz Ann S St o oJee IPERLL gt Lo
=BGl A it Jise e /‘b‘g?’},lfi":u,,?ug;dzﬁ{_ Lﬁcﬁ.)ﬁ._«):;..flg.éuip
UFe Jre Gumig b g¥ L wEip e L8 L oeif LI LS es £ i n
3 Tq_wKd;g/.,‘ypfu,ézémrujg;dw/Lc_u;;d}‘;ééﬂ_gg,/ 77 [Diversity]
U-*The tyrany of language in education - U %5y é_n it WIRAL,
I L 5ot 38 e o GEFIS U IS R et

Nomi Oreskes & E. Mcnway The collapse of western civilization: a view »)
from the future, Columbia University Press. New York, 2014, p- 13,14
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Fascim like socialism was rooted in a market society that refused to function a
financial system always devolved without heavy governemnt controll into a
Mafia capitalism & a Mafia Political system which is good discription of our
power clite. (9)

Chris Hedgesw—i#¥ The impire of illusionZ » Lﬁ/f"{o U_L_BUILGU._{_

Polanyi Karl. The Great transformation: The Political & Economic (%)

Origions of our time. Boston, Beacon Press 1944, p. 229
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He decried the frec market's assumption that nature and human beings are
objects whoes worth is determined in the market. He reminded us that a
society no longer recognizes that nature and human life have a sacred
dimension, an intrinsic worth beyond monetary value ultimately commits
collective sucide such socities cannibalize themselves until they die speculative
excesses and growing inequality he wrote always destroy the foundation for a
continued prosperity.(1+)
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Chris Hedges. Empire of illusion: The end of litracy & the Triumph of(I+)
spectacle Nation Books New York, USA , 2009,p.184, 185
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ACCORDING to a survey conducted by Gallup Pakistan in April 2013, a
majority of Pakistanis think the medium of education for primary, secondary,
and higher education should be English. The question answered by a
nationally representative sample of men and women from across Sindh,
Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and Balochistan was, "What, in your opinion,
should the medium of instruction be for primary education?’ It was reported
that 49 per cent of the respondents said that it should be English; Urdu was the
preference of 42 per cent; eight per cent indicated their choice as the local
language, while one per cent said ‘others’. Sixty-one per cent of the urban
respondents thought English should be the medium of instruction in primary
schools.
Once I had to call a woman of high social standing for a professional

assignment. I began my conversation in Urdu and her indifference was almost
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palpable. Midway through our conversation I switched very naturally to
English and the change in her tone was pronounced. She seemed to take me
more scriously and became more interested and respectful. She had not seen
me nor heard of me, and she was obviously forming her first impression on the
basis of the language I was speaking. The message conveyed was: linglish
means a high standard while Urdu is second rate! This might explain why
more people are now trying to speak in English even though they may not be
fluent in it. They do it irrespective of who they are conversing with. They
might be speaking to pure Urdu speakers, yet they insist on speaking in
English. Thus they believe they can impress the listener. Those who do not
have proficiency in English resort to an excessive use of English words in their
speech that is essentially Urdu. Children are now also borrowing English
words liberally even when Urdu equivalents exist. Since English words are
sometimes mispronounced, they are incorrectly spelt when written in Urdu.
Advertisements on hoardings and lelevision are increasingly using the "Urlish®
version despite it being jarring to the ears.

This power of the English language has also been recognised by scholars in
other Third World socicties. Avijit Pathak, an Indian professor teaching the
sociology of education, says that the preference for English has alienated
children from their local languages and the wealth of wisdom hidden in them.
He terms it as their aliena-tion from their larger collective’. Education no
longer remains ncutral and the inequality created by the language divide
becomes internalised and legitimised.

Tariq Rahman, who conducted surveys in various schools, writes, 'In the
Punjab, Punjabi has the lowest social status ... the educational system sets up
‘sociolinguistic barriers’ of which “the power of social attitudes to language'is

one.
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So powerful are thesc prejudices that they are actually creating gaps between
gencerations.
Families who have migrated to the urban areas often discard the indigenous
languages which have been their .homc languages for centuries.
As a result, their children never learn the language of their forcfathers. They
cannol connect to their grandparents, especially those who only speak their
own language, because the bonding betwcen family members created by
conversation among them in their home language is missing.
Muhammad Ali Khan, whose research earned him a PhD from Lancaster
University, UK, tries to ascertain how the discursive language practices in
school are accepted by the non-speakers of the language in use in schools
which leads to bilingualism that is legitimised by the parenlé and teachers. He
observes,'l do not sec the display of languages in school environment as
asocial, apolitical and ahistorical..fit} is a manifcstation of the socioeconomic
and political struggles among cthnolinguistic groups.(i1)
"The World Until {31 [Jared Diamond] 413 32 Ub Gut ier L £ 1
:../"l.qu /lu'(;&:a_gggﬂYesh-cday" what can we learn from traditional societies?
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The culture of illusion thrives by robbing us of the intcllectual and linguistic tools to
separate illusion from truth. It reduces us to the level and dependency of children. [t
impoverishes language. The Princcton Review analyzed the transcripts of the

Gore-Bush debates of 2000, the Clinton-Bush-Pcrot debates of 1992, the

Zubeida Mustafa, The Tyrany of Languages in Education: The Problem Q)
& its solution. Oxford University Press, Karachi. 2014, p. 23,29
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Kennedy-Nixon debate of 1960, and the Lincoln-Douglas debates of 1858. It reviewed
thesc transcripts using a standard vocabulary tcst that indicates the minimum
cducational standard nceded for a reader to grasp the text. In the Lincoln- Douglas
debates, Lincoln spoke at the educational level of an eleventh grader (11.2), and
Douglas addressed the crowd using a vocabulary suitable (12.0) for a high-school
graduate. In the Kennedy-Nixon chris hedges / 45 chate, the candidates spoke in
language accessible to tenth graders. In the 1992 dcbates, Clinton spoke at a
seventh-grade level. (7.6), while Bush spoke at a sixth-grade level (6.8), as did Perot
(6.3). During the 2000 dcbates, Bush spoke at a sixth-grade level (6.7) and Gore at a
high seventh-grade level (7.6).27 This obvious decline was, perhaps, raised slightly by
Barack Obama in 2008, but the trends above are clear.(ir)
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One cvening, while [ was spending a week at a mountain forest campsite with
20 New Guinea Highlanders, conversalion around the campfire was going on
simultaneously in several different local languages plus two lingua francas of
Tok Pisin and Motu, as commonly happens when a group of New Guinecans
from different tribes happens to be gathered. 1 had already become
accustomed o encountering a new language approximately every 10 or 20
miles as I walked or drove through the New Guinca Highlands. I had just
come from the lowlands, wherea New Guinea friend had told me how five
different local languages were spoken within a few miles of his village, how he
had picked up those five languages as a child just by playing with other

children, and how he had learned three more languages after he began school.

Chris Hedges, p.45, 46, ibid  (Ir)
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And so, out of curiosity that evening, I went around the campfire circle and
asked each man to name each language that he "spoke,” i.c., knew well enough
to converse in. Among those 20 New Guineans, the smallest number of
languages that anyone spoke was 5. Several men spoke from 8 to 12 languages,
and the champion was a man who spoke 15. Except for English, which New
Guineans often learn at school by studying books, everyone had acquired all of
his other languages socially without books. Just to anticipate your likely
question-yes, those local languages enumecrated that evening really were
mutually unintelligible languages, not mere dialects. Some were tonal like
Chinese, others were nontonal, and they belonged to several different
language families(I*)
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In the United States, on the other hand, most native-born Americans arc monolingual.
Educated Europeans commonly know two or three languages, sometimes more, having
learned in school the languages other than their mother tongue. The linguistic contrast
between that New Guinea campfire and modern American or European experience
illustrates widespread differcnces between language use in small-scale societies and in
modern state societies—differences that will increase in coming decades. In our
traditional past, as is still true in modern New Guinca, each language had far fewer
speakers than do the languages of modern states; probably a higher proportion of the
population was multilingual; and second languages were learned socially beginning in
childhood, rather than by formal study later in schools.(I")
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J.Diamond, The world until yesterday, Allen Lane Penguin Books UK (1)

2012, p. 369, 370
Jarred Diamond, p. 370 ibid (1)
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Sadly, languages are now vanishing morc rapidly than at any prcvious time in human
history. If current trends continue, 95% of the languages handed down to us from the
tens of thousands of years of history of behaviorally modern humans will be extinct or
moribund by the ycar 2100. Half of our languages will actually have become extinct by
then, most of the
remainder will be dying languages spoken only by old pcople, and only a small minority
will be “live” languages still being transmitted from parents to children. Languagcs arc
disappearing so rapidly (about one cvery nine days),
Each language is the vehicle for a unique way of thinking and talking, a unique
literature, and a unique view of the world. Hence looming over us today is the tragedy
of the impending loss of most of our cultural heritage, linked with the loss of most of
our languages.(16)
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1 think that the answers emerging 10 these questions about the value of traditional
multilingualism, both to socicties and to individuals, will intrigue you readers, as they
intrigued me. Will this chapter convince you to bring up your next child to be bilingual,
or will it instead convince you that the whole world should switch to spcaking English
as quickly as possible?(11)
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Before we can tackle those big questions, let’s start with some preamble about how
many languages still exist today, how they developed, and where in the world they are
spoken. The known number of distinct languages still spoken or recently spoken in the
modern world is around 7,000. That huge total may astonish many readers, because
most of us could name only a few dozen languages, and the vast majority of languages
are unfamiliar to us. Most languages are unwritten, spoken by few people, and spoken
far from the industrial world. For example, all of Europe west of Russia has fewer than
100 native languages, but the African continent and the Indian subcontinent have over
1,000 native languages each, the African countries of Nigeria and Cameroon 527 and
286 languages respectively, and the small Pacific island nation of Vanuatu (area less
than 5,000 squarc miles) 110 languages. The world’s highest language diversity is on
the island of New Guinea, with about 1,000 languages and an unknown but apparently
large number of distinct language familics crammed into an area only slightly larger
than Texas.(12)
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In contrast, multilingualism is widespread or routine in traditional small-scale non-state
societics. The reasons are again simple. We have seen that traditional language

communitics arc small (a few thousand speakers or less) and occupy small areas.

Immediately neighboring communitics often spcak different languages. People
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regularly encounter and have to deal with speakers of other languages. To trade, to
negotiate alliances and access to resources, and (for many traditional people) even to
obtain a spouse and to communicatc with that spousc requires being not mercly
bilingual but multilingual. Second and further languages arc Iearncd in childhood and in
the home or socially, not through formal instruction. In my cxpericnce, fluency in five
or more languagcs is the rule among traditional New Guincans. | shall now supplcment
those New Guinea impressions of minc with brief accounts from two continents:
Aboriginal Australia and tropical South America. Aboriginal Australia was occupied by
about 250 different language groups, all of them subsisting by hunting-gathering, with
an average of about a thousand speakers per language. All reliable reports describe most
traditional Aboriginals as being at least bilingual, and most as knowing many
languages. One such study was carricd ont by anthropologist Peter Sutton in the Cape
Keerweer area of the Cape York Peninsula, where the local population of 683 people
was divided into 21 clans, each with a diffcrent form of speech and averaging 33 people
per clan. Thosc speech forms arc classified into five languages plus about seven
dialects, so that the avcrage number of speakers is about 53 per speech form, or 140 per
language. Traditional Aborigines in the arca spoke or understood at least five different
languages or dialects. In part because specch communities are so tiny, and in part
because of a preference for linguistic exogamy (marrying somcone  whose primary
language is not one’s own), 60% of marriages are between partners spcaking different
languages, another 16% are between speakers of different dialects of the same
language, and only 24% are within the same dialect. That is despite the fact that
neighboring clans tend to be linguistically similar, so that mere propinquity would lead
to marriages being made within the same dialect if it were not for that preference for
seeking geographically and linguistically more remote partners.(1A)

The other pair of studies, by Arthur Sorensen and Jean Jackson, is from the Vaupés
River arca on the border between Colombia and Brazil in the northwest Amazon Basin.
About 10,000 Indians, speaking about 21 different languages of four different language
families, are culturally similar in gaining their livelihood by farming, fishing, and
hunting along rivers in tropical rainforests. Like Cape Keerweer Aborigines, Vaupés
River Indians are linguistically exogamous but much more strictly so: in over a

thousand marriages studied by Jackson, only one may possibly have been within a

J. Diamond, p.383, 384, ibid (1A)
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language group. While boys remain as adults in their parents’ longhouse in which they
grew up, girls from other longhouses and language groups move totheir husband’s
longhouse at the time of marriage. A given longhouse contains womenmarrying in
from several differcnt language groups: three, in the case of a longhouse studicd
ntensively by Sorensen. All children learn both their father’s and their mother’s
languages alrcady from infancy, then learn the languages of the other women of the
longhouse. Hence cveryone in the longhouse knows the four longhousé languages (that
of the men, and those of the three language groups of the women), and most also leam
some other languages from visitors. Only afler Vaupés River Indians have come to
know a language well by hearing andpassively acquiring vocabulary and pronunciation
do they start speaking it. They carcfully keeplanguages separate and' work hard to
prénounce each language correctly. They told Sorensen that it took them onc or two
years to learn a new language fluently. High value is placed orspeaking correctly, and
letting words from other languages creep into onc’s conversation is considered
shameful. Thesc anccdotes from small-scale societies on two continents and on New
Guincasuggest that socially acquired multilingualism was routine in our past, and that
the monolingualism or school-based multilingualism of modern state societies is a new
phenomenon.(19)

The only consonant sounds from those names are k, p, 1, and v. Later, | learned that the
Rotokas language has only 6 consonant sounds, the fewest of any known language in
the world. English, by comparison, has 24, while the now-extinct Ubykh language of
Turkey had about 80. Somehow, the people of Rotokas, living in a tropical rainforest on
the highest mountain of the Southwest Pacific Ocean east of New Guinea, have
managed to build a rich vocabulary and communicate clearly while relying on fewer
basic sounds than any other people in the world. But the mus-i‘c of their language is now
disappearing from Bougainville's mountains, and from the world. The Rotokas
language is just 1 of 18 languages spoken on an island roughly three-quarters the size of
the American state of onnecticut. At last count it was spoken by only 4,320 people, and
that number is declining. With its vanishing, a 30,000-year experiment in human
communication and cultural development will come to an end. That vanishing
exemplifies the impending tragedy of the loss not just of the Rotokas language, but of

most of the world’s other languages. Only now are linguists starting seriously to

Jarred Diamond, p.385, ibid (1)
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estimate the world rate of language loss, and to debate what to do about it. If the
present rate of language disappearance continues, then by the year 2100 most of the
world’s current languages will cither alrcady be extinct, or else will be moribund
languages spoken only by old pcople and no longer being transmitted from parents to
children.(r+)

Despite all that evidence for past extinctions of languages, modern language extinctions
are different because of their greatly increased rate. Extinctions of the last 10,000 years
left us with 7,000 languages today, but extinctions of the next century or so will leave
us with only a few hundred. That record-high rate of language extinction is duc to the
homogenizing influences of the spreads of globalization and of state government over
the whole world.(r)
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How do languages go extinct? Just as there are different ways of killing people—by a
quick blow to the head, by slow strangulation, or by prolonged neglect—so too are
there different ways of eradicating a language. The most direct way is to kill almost all
of its speakers. That was how white Californians eliminated the language of the last
“wild” Indian of the United States, a man named Ishi (Plate 29) belonging to the Yahi
tribe of about 400 people, living near Mount Lassen. In a series of massacres between
1853 and 1870 after the California gold rush had brought hordes of European settlers
into California, settlers killed most Yabhi, leaving Ishi and his family, then Ishi alone, to

survive in hiding until 1911. British colonists eliminated all the native languages of

Jarred Diamond,p.395, 396, ibid  (r+)
Jarred Diamond, p.396, 397, ibid  (rD
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Tasmania in the carly 1800s by killing or capturing most Tasmanians, motivated by a
bounty of five pounds for each Tasmanian adult and two pounds for cach child. Less
violent means of death produce similar results. For cxample, there used to be thousands
of Native Americans of the Mandan tribe on the Great Plains of the United States, but
by 1992the number of fluent Mandan spcakers was reduced to six old people,
especially as a rcsult of cholera and smallpox epidemics between 1750 and 1837,

The next most direct way to eradicate a language is not to kill its speakers, but instead
to forbid them to usc their language, and to punish them if they are caught doing so. In
casc you wondcred why most North American Indian languages are now cxtinct or
moribund, just consider the policy practised until recently by the United States
government regarding those languages. For scveral centuries we insisted that Indians
could be “civilized” and taught English only by rcmoving Indian children from the
“barbarous” atmospherc of their parcnts’ homes 10 English-language-only boarding
schools, where use of Indian languages was absolutely forbidden and punished with
physical abuse and humiliation. To justify that policy, J. D. C. Atkins, the U.S.
commissioncr for Indian affairs from 1885 to 1888, cxplained, “The instruction of
Indians in the vernacular [that is, in an Indian language] is not only of no usc to them,
but is detrimental to the cause of their education and civilization, and it will not bc
permitted in any Indian school over which the Government has any control.... This
[English] language, which is good enough for a whitc man and a black man, ought to be
good cnough for the red man. It is also believed that teaching an Indian youth in his
own barbarous dialect is a positive dctriment to him. The first stcp to be taken toward
civilization, toward teaching the Indians the mischicf and folly of continuing in their
barbarous practices, is to teach them the English language.”

After Japan anncxed Okinawa in 1879, the Japancse government adopted a solution
described as “onc nation, one people, one language.” That meant educating Okinawan

children to speak Japanese and no longer letting them speak any of the dozen native
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Okinawan languages. Similarly, when Japan anncxed Korca in 1910, it banned the
Korcan language from Korean schools in favor of Japancse. When Russia re-annexed
the Baltic republics in 1939, it replaced the Listonian, Latvian, and Lithuanian languages
in schools with Russian, but those Baltic languages continued to be spoken in homes
and resumed their status as national languages when the republics regained
independence in 1991. The sole surviving Celtic language on the European mainland is
Breton, which is still the primary language of half a million French citizens. However,
the French government’s official policy is in effect to exclude the Breton language
from primary and sccondary schools, and Breton’s usc is declining.(rr)

But in most cascs language loss proceeds by the more insidious process now under way
at Rotokas. With political unification of an arca formerly occupicd by sedentary warring
tribes come peace, mobility, and increasing intermarriage. Young people in search of
cconomic opportunity abandon their native-speaking villages and move to urban
centers, where speakers of their own tribal language are greatly outnumbered by people
from other tribal backgrounds, and where people needing to communicate with cach
other have no option except to speak the majority language. Incrcasing numbers of
couples from different language groups marry and must resort to using the majority
language to speak to each other; hence they transmit the majority language to their
children. Even if the children do also lcarn a parental language, they must use the
majority language in schools. Those people remaining in their natal village lcam the
majority language for its access to prestige, power, commerce, and the outside world.
Jobs, newspapers, radio, and tclevision overwhelmingly use the majority language
sharcd by most \vorkeré, consumers, advertiscrs, and subscribers. (1)
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China have imposed harsh restrictions on the size of faimlies & have adopted
other draconian measurs but there is no need to be so harsh. Instructive here
is the Indian state of Kerala, which in the late 1970s empowered women to
vote & to participate in politics to receiecve & used education & to own &
manage wealth & property. As a result, within several years Kerala's birth rate
fell below china's without invoking the corecive powers of the state. China's
birth rate in 1979 was 2.8 Kerala's 3.0. In 1991 thesc rates were 2.0 & 1.8
respectively. (")
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John Rawls., The Law of People with the Idea of Public Reason Revisited, (1)
Harvard University Press, USA. 2003, p. 110
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In a culture that traditionally expects children to look after elderly parents,
Singapore’s em-p-lo-yment rate for those between ages 55 and 64 is now 66 per
cent, among the highest of the 34 nations in the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD). The government has made it
mandatory for companies to offer three more years of work to those turning 62,
the official retirement age, and plans to extend thal lo five years by 2017.
“The earlier mindset that having clderly people working indicates a lack of
respect by younger people has changed,” said Theresa Devasahayam,
editor of “Gender and Ageing: Southeast Asian Perspectives” and a
visiting senior research fellow at the Asia Research Institute, National
University of Singapore. “There are fewer children to take care of the
elderly.”
The trend in Singapore is a microcosm of what's happening across much of
the developed world as families shrink and people live longer, increasing

the strain on government pension systems.
South Korea, with the fastest-aging population in the QECD, told
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employers to provide retirement plans for staff starting in 2016 after
realising that its state pension fund may go broke by 2060, when its
population over 65 is set to triple. Germany and Britain plan to raise their
retirement ages to 67 from 65, while Australian Treasurer Joe Hockey
wants to increase the threshold to 70, the highest in the world.

Singapore has gonc a step further. Rather than simply extending the
working age, the government is encouraging companics to bring retirces
back into the workforce. New registrations by those over 60 at state-run
career centres, which help find jobs and retrain workers, almost doubled to
4,799 in 2013, from 2,494 in 2008.

“This is a huge change that has enormous social consequences that we haven't
fully grasped yet,” said Randolph Tan, an associate professor at SIM
University in Singapore and a nominated member of parliament. “I'm not sure
there’s much benefit to be had from raising the age any further.”

The push to hire older workers follows an attempt to increase the population
by as much as 25pc by 2030 through immigration, a policy that prompted a
public backlash as the arrival of migrants pushed up property prices and
strained public transport. More than 40pc of the country’s population was born
abroad.

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong responded by tightening rules for foreign
workers, warning that the cost may be higher taxes over the next two decades.
In his New Year statement on Dec 31, Lee said weak productivity gains for
three straight years amid a labour crunch was “disappointing.”

“We need to employ all facets of labour of our very small workforce,” said Wai
Ho Leong, a Singapore-based senior economist at Barclays, who was
previously head of the trade and ind-ustry ministry’s microcconomics unit.
“Society is better off when older people are active(rs)
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Report By arrangement with Washington Post-Bloomberg News Service, (ro)
Dawn, January 11, 2015
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